VII
AKBAR AND THE GREAT MOGULS
The success of a Government hangs on the King's use of his leisure.—
AIN-I-AKBARI,
This world is a bridge—build not on it.—INSCRIPTION AT fatepur-sikri.
I
in 712, within a century of Muhammad's death, Arabs set
up an Islamic kingdom in Sind, and in 987 a freed slave
of Ghazni in Afghanistan declared war on Hindu India,
routed the Rajput clans, and left to his son Mahmud the
grim task of repeated invasion and conquest. Thus while
the Cholas were conquering Ceylon, and the Normans
England, the Ghaznis were gaining a precarious foothold
in India, and by 1193 were lords of northern Hindustan.
Mahmud, first sultan, made of his task of conquest a Jihad
or Holy War, and in addition to raids and looting began
a peaceful penetration by encouraging such men of letters
as Firdausi, and Albiruni the mathematician, to produce
their great histories—the Shahnama or Tale of the Kings',
and tie Treatise on India', But all about his court at
Lahore were proud Rajput kingdoms also promoting their
own culture, and to this age belong the flower of Indian
chivalry and the efflorescence of Hindupopular literature—
the Bhagavad Purana and the Ramayana of Tulsi Das as
well as the tales of warlike deeds against the invader and
against rival kingdoms under such leaders as Bhoja of
Malwar, Jaichand of Kanauj, and the Prithiviraja Chauhan
of Ajmer and Delhi.
In Delhi itself there are traces of seven cities, where as
upon the ancient Kurukshetra, successive rulers vied with
one another in rearing new tombs and mosques: thus in
the eighth century Amangpala, a Hindu ruler, built a
temple where the mosque by the Kutub Minar now stands,
and from this to the great Pearl Mosque the evolution of
Indian Islamic architecture may be traced. It is a syn*

